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You gave abundant showers, O God;  
you refreshed your weary inheritance. 

Psalm 68:9 
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  Editorial 
By the time you have this copy of The Presbyterian Banner in your 
hands or in your Inbox Synod will already be a distant memory. No 
doubt the highlights will have been in your local Newsletter and there 
will have been the usual discussion and reflection on it. But it is also 
good to reflect on in our denominational magazine so that it is part of 
our record. And you get all the pictures too! Our thanks again to the 
gracious and generous Mt Druitt congregation who hosted us and did 
such a great job.  

Something that makes up a large part of Synod is not the actual 
business, as such. Mind you it should very much be part of the busi-
ness we do, also in our everyday lives. This particular thing is the giv-
ing of ourselves over to the reading and teaching of God’s Word and 
prayer. And let’s open up prayer to also include those biblical songs 
we sing. “You can’t sing when you’re sad,” a music teacher taught me, 
but you can sing – and you should sing – when you are glad! Let the 
whole world know who you know! 
 

I loved the talk, the laughter,  
the courteous little gestures toward one another,  
the sharing of the study of books of eloquence,  
the companionship that was sometimes serious  

and sometimes hilariously nonsensical,  
the differences of opinion that left no more bad feeling  

than if a man were disagreeing with his own self,  
the rare disputes that simply seasoned the normal consensus of 

agreement. 
Augustine of Hippo 
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This is another song of ascents 
sung by the pilgrims on their way 
up to Jerusalem – as well as dur-

ing their stay in the city. It’s the 8th 
psalm of ascents – and thus sits at 
the centre and heart of this mini 
psalter. I wonder if that’s signifi-

cant. Perhaps, both by position 
and theme it’s stressing the point 
that if our lives are to be worth-
while and meaningful, the Lord 
must be at the centre and heart of 

all our activities.  Without the Lord 
everything is pointless.                                                                               
The psalmist (Solomon) singles 
out three or four activities that con-

sumes so much of our time.                                                                                                                                                                                  
He talks about building a house: 
‘Unless the Lord builds the 
house, those who build it labour 

in vain’ (1a). There’s a lot of work 
and hassle involved in building a 
house. There are architects plans, 
planning applications, builders and 
tradesmen to organise, materials 

to be ordered, delay in materials, 
not to speak of the financial trans-
actions.                                                                                                                                                     

He talks about security: ‘Unless 
the Lord watches over the city, 
the watchman stays awake in 
vain’ (1b). A house must be pro-
tected. It needs a fence and a se-
curity system. A city too must be 

protected; it needs a police force 
and security cameras. A country 
must to be protected; it needs an 
army, a navy and an air force.                                                                                                                                                                         

He talks about work: ‘It is vain 

that you rise up early and go 
late to rest’ (2a). For most of us 
work fills much of our waking 
hours.                                                                                                                                                                       

He talks about raising a family: 
‘Behold children are a heritage 
from the Lord’ (3-5). Any mother 
can testify that its a full time and 

most demanding job.                                                                                                                                                          
This psalm then is about the bread 
and butter of living. It talks about 
ordinary things. Even in these ba-

sic things there is a right and 
wrong approach, as we will see.  

 

1. The Barrenness of Life When 
the Lord is Left Out (1-3)                                                                                                     
‘Unless the Lord builds the house’, 
unless He is at the centre of our 

lives and activities everything is 
restless, pointless and fruitless. It 
is ‘vain.’ (Heb. ‘shaw’ occurs three 
times).  

    Alec Motyer comments, ‘It 

means nothing/nothingness. In this 
case (in verse 1a) the house gets 
built but it achieves nothing – it 
has no intrinsic worth. It doesn’t 
have any lasting significance.  All 

the hassle; the work; the expendi-
ture resulted in a house; but not an 
achievement of worth. It turned out 
to be a nothing’. As is often our 
experience in life – the expectation 

is often better than the reality. 
When we get our new house (we 
think) we will have achieved the 
great Australian dream; we will be 

satisfied. But are we? No. There 
is often a sense of disappoint-
ment. There is no perfect house. 

Besides we will always see oth-
ers with bigger and better houses 
than ours. The lesson we never 
quite learn is that possessions: 

things: stuff never ultimately sat-
isfy.                                                                                                                                                                                     
     Unless the LORD builds the 
house those who build it labour 
in vain. We can build houses 

without the Lord – of course we 
can. We can live our lives without 
the Lord – of course we can. But 
it is pointless, vain, meaningless, 

futile, a waste.  Life is barren 
when the Lord is left out. He 
needs to be at the centre of our 
lives. Everything we do must be 
done in the strength of the Lord 

and for Him if we are to have a 
worthwhile life. 

The same is true on the secu-
rity front. If the Lord is left out it is 

vain. ‘Unless the Lord watches 
over the city, the watchman 
stays awake in vain’ (1b). Of 
course the watchman needs to 

be alert and vigilant. Of course 
we should expect our security 
forces to be professionally 
trained; we should have the lat-
est military hardware fitted with 

state of the art technology; but if 
the Lord is not on our side it is 
vain; if the Lord is not with us 
even though we have a dozen 

shiny new submarines; it will end 
in tears. The psalmist (David) 
knew the lesson well. He said, 
‘Some trust in chariots and 

some in horses, but we trust in 
the name of the Lord our 
God’ (Psalm 20: 7-8).   

The same is true in the work 

world. ‘It is vain that you rise 
up early and go late to rest, 
eating the bread of anxious 
toil’ (2). It is vain to burn the can-
dle at both ends; to work 24/7; to 

‘All Is Vanity When The Lord Is Left Out’ 

Psalm 127    A Song of Ascents    George D. Ball 

Psalm 127  
 

A Song of Ascents. Of Solomon. 

 

1 Unless the Lord builds the house, 
They labour in vain who build it; 

Unless the Lord guards the city, 

The watchman stays awake in vain. 
2 It is vain for you to rise up early, 

To sit up late, 

To eat the bread of sorrows; 
For so He gives His beloved sleep. 

3 Behold, children are a heritage from 

the Lord, 

The fruit of the womb is a reward. 
4 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, 

So are the children of one’s youth. 

5 Happy is the man who has his quiver full 
of them; 

They shall not be ashamed, 

But shall speak with their enemies in the 
gate. 
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be successful and prosperous if 
the Lord is not the raison d’être. 
The result of such a life is that we 

eat ‘the bread of anxious toil’. 
(The Hebrew word is ‘tsabbim’ 
which means ‘pains’ – hence toil 
and sorrow – cf. Gen. 3: 16-17). 

The rich fool is such an example. 
He built his highly successful life 
without God. He planned as he 
had lived. He left the Lord out of 
his life. That was the cause of his 

condemnation (Luke 12: 18-20). 
Life apart from the Lord is point-
less.  Life without the Lord lacks 
meaning and purpose and direc-

tion. What does a lifetime of work 
achieve? Perhaps a gold watch; a 
clock; or a recliner?  

Tony Hancock was a very fine 
comedian in the 1950s and 60s. 

In his last BBC TV monologue, he 
performed a piece which proved 
ironic. ‘What have you achieved? 

What have you achieved? You 
lost your chance, me old son. You 
contributed absolutely nothing to 
this life. A waste of time you being 

here at all. No place for you in 
Westminster Abbey. The best you 
can expect is a few daffodils in a 
jam jar and a black stone bearing 
the legend, “He came, and he 

went”. And in between? Nothing. 
Nobody will even notice you’re 
not here. After about a year 
somebody might say down at the 

pub, “Where’s old Hancock? I 
haven’t seen him around lately?” 
“Oh, he’s dead you know”. “Is 
he?” A right raison d’être that is’. 
Tragically a couple of years after 
that final TV show Tony Hancock 

committed suicide. A man, sadly, 
for whom life was vain, pointless 
and hopeless. Life is barren when 
the Lord is left out.  

 
2. The Blessing of Life When 
the Lord is at the Centre (2c-5)  
This is a picture of life with God at 
the centre. Life has now a differ-

ent perspective. It’s a happy and 
peaceful scene of a family and 
society at peace with God.   

‘The Lord blesses his be-
loved with sleep’ (2c). He draws 

a contrast with the overworked 
and overstressed godless de-
scribed in verse 2a – with the rest 

and peace that the Lord gives the 
godly. It’s not only that He gives 
us sleep. But He continues to pro-
vide for us even while we are 

asleep. NASB translates, ‘For He 
gives to His beloved even in his 
sleep’.  We can sleep well, when 
we know that the One who is in 
complete charge of history also 

loves us.  
‘Behold (i.e. look at it this way) 

children are a heritage from the 

Lord’. That’s how we should see 
children. They are not little hin-
drances or nuisances. They are a 
precious gift from God. They are 
a heritage from the Lord – un-
earned. We didn’t create them. 

The Lord did. The psalmist David 
says, ‘My frame was not hidden 
from you, when I was being 

made in secret intricately 
woven in the depths of the 
earth’ (Psalm 139: 15). It is the 
Lord who gives conception. It’s 
not automatic. The Lord opened 

Leah’s womb (Gen. 29: 31) 
whereas Rachel could not con-
ceive. Hagar conceived but Sarah 
could not. Conception should 
never be taken for granted or pre-

sumed. I have often heard sin-
gle’s say ‘when I get married we 
will have six children’! How pre-
sumptuous. Children are a gift 

from the Lord. Not every couple is 
able to have children. That does-
n’t mean that they are somehow 
being punished. No. The Lord’s 
sovereignty must be recognised.  

Not only are children an inheri-
tance from the Lord; they are also 
like arrows that need to be trained 
and sharpened (4). It is emphati-

cally not a Christian duty to let a 
child ‘make up its own mind’ with-
out first praying, informing, guid-
ing and encouraging him. Chris-
tian parents have promised to 

pray that their children may be 
renewed and brought to a saving 
knowledge of the Gospel; and 
that they may come to know the 

Scriptures, and the importance of 

dedicating himself or herself to 
God. Dedicating our children to 
God is the only way to keep 

them and shape them. Such 
children will be like arrows. They 
will protect and promote the 
reputation of His people against 

the enemy. Like arrows children 
are expected to provide protec-
tion in time of trouble and old 
age. Someone has said, 
‘children are the Lord’s health-

care and eldercare plan.’ There 
is no expiry date on the fifth 
commandment.  

What about those children 

who are not (yet) like arrows? I 
find the comments of Derek 
Kidner  immensely helpful and 
encouraging, ‘It’s not untypical 

of God’s gifts that first they are 
liabilities, or at least responsibili-
ties, before they become obvi-
ous assets . . . these sons will 

be a handful before they are a 
quiverful’.                                                                                                                                           

Maclaren’s final comment on 
the Psalm is helpful: ‘There are 

two ways of going to work in 
reference to earthly good. One 
is that of struggling and toiling, 
pushing and snatching, fighting 
and envying, and that way 

comes to no successful issue; 
for if it gets what it has wriggled 
and wrestled for, it generally 
gets in some way or other an 

incapacity to enjoy the good 
won, which makes it far less 
than the good pursued. The 
other way is the way of looking 
to God and doing the appointed 

tasks with quiet dependence on 
Him, and that way always suc-
ceeds; for, with its modest or 
large outward results, there is 

given likewise a quiet heart set 
on God, and therefore capable 
of finding water in the desert 
and extracting honey from the 
rock’.   

  
3. The Building that the Lord 
is Blessing                                                                                                                        
This is a song of Solomon 
(together with Psalm 72). He 

was the most successful man of 
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In the latter half of the 19th Century, 
Matthew Arnold – a poet and critic 
of society penned a poem that 
would be his most famous work – 
Dover Beach. Arnold’s purpose in 
writing the poem was to mourn, or 
perhaps just observe with a melan-
choly sentimentalism, the decline of 
religion and the retreat of “faith” 
from British society in the face of 
brash Victorian colonialism, the 
march of industrial technology, and 
the aggressive attack of Darwinists.  
Of course, since Arnold was a lib-
eral, he approved of all the things 
that caused that very retreat of faith 
from the shores of Britain. He was 
an admirer of Cardinal Newman 
and the Oxford Movement – his 
godfather was John Keble. Arnold 
reveled in Higher Criticism, the 19th 
Century liberal view that rejected 
the truth of Scripture.    

Matthew Arnold is not our hero 
here. In his book God and the Bi-
ble, Arnold denies the historical 
Adam, the virgin Birth, of Christ as 
the son of God, even the historical 
existence of Jesus at all (1). Arnold 
is a true liberal, but one who de-
spite denying its power and author-
ity still wants the Christian RELIG-
ION to go on as a source of ethics 
and morals, as the best hope for 
the firm foundation of an enlight-
ened culture. And so he mourns 

the end of Christendom in his 
poem.  

The poem opens with a picture 
of Dover beach at night, with the 
sea ebbing away over the pebbles 
and then crashing back on the 
shore, only to retreat further as the 
tide goes out. 

Arnold recalls the ancient play-
wright, Sophocles, mourning the 
decline of virtue, and then thinks 
about his own day in which religion 
and faith have all but ebbed away 
in Britain. The poem ends with 
these two stanzas: 

 
The Sea of Faith  
Was once, too, at the full, and 
round earth’s shore  
Lay like the folds of a bright girdle 
furled.  
But now I only hear  
Its melancholy, long, withdrawing 
roar,  
Retreating, to the breath  
Of the night-wind, down the vast 
edges drear  
And naked shingles of the world.  
 
Ah, love, let us be true  
To one another! for the world, 
which seems  
To lie before us like a land of 
dreams,  
So various, so beautiful, so new,  
Hath really neither joy, nor love, nor 
light,  

Nor certitude, nor peace, nor help 
for pain;  
And we are here as on a darkling 
plain  
Swept with confused alarms of 
struggle and flight,  
Where ignorant armies clash by 
night. (2) 

 
Matthew Arnold was the son of 
the great headmaster of Rugby 
School, Thomas Arnold who had 
reformed the school from one 
where boys, the sons of the so-
called good-and-the-great in Eng-
land would fight, get drunk and 
steal, into one where religion was 
valued and prayers and chapel 
sermons made to be an integral 
part of school life. It became a 
model for all Public School’s in 
England and a mirror of the Eras-
tian religion of England itself. It is 
perhaps, therefore his father’s 
legacy that makes Matthew Ar-
nold speak of the great sea of 
FAITH, that once covered the 
face of the earth, the idea of 
Christendom, the empire of the 
visible church which ruled the 
minds of men from the quasi-
conversion of Constantine to his 
own time.  

In the poem, Arnold sees the 
end of Christendom already be-
ginning in his day, as the great 
sea of faith ebbs away under the 

his generation. Yet he failed in the 
things that he here emphasised. 
Part of his building plan was over 

the top (1 Kings 9: 10, 15-19). His 
700 wives and 300 concubines 
turned his heart away after other 
gods (1 Kings 11: 1-6). His king-

dom ended in division (1 Kings 11: 
4-13). His reign ended in failure. 
Should we then scrap this psalm 
as mere hypocrisy or idealism? 
No. It’s prophecy. Remember 

Solomon had a ‘greater Son’. (See 
Psalm 89: 20-29). The Lord per-
mitted Solomon to build a house 

(temple) for God. But the Lord was 
going to build a household, a dy-
nasty, which unlike the temple, will 

last forever (2 Sam. 7: 12-16). Je-
sus is the foundation of that 
house. Because neither sin nor 
death could destroy Him, His king-

dom shall be made sure forever. 
Because He lives it makes every-
thing we do worthwhile, whether 
its building a house, protecting a 

city or raising a family. ‘Therefore, 
my beloved brothers, be stead-
fast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the 

Lord, knowing that in the Lord 
your labour is not in vain’ (1 
Cor. 15: 58).   

Prayer: Eternal and Almighty 
God, your providence conducts 
and governs all creatures in this 

world. Grant that we will not em-
bark on any activity but what is 
agreeable and pleasing to your 
will. May we wholly depend on 
your blessing, and that our only 

concern may be that you will be 
glorified in us and in our descen-
dants, through Jesus Christ, 
your Son. Amen.     

 The Moderator’s Address 
Our Church at the End of Christendom   David Kerridge 
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lunar force of the rational, scien-
tific and sceptical modern world. 
But what Arnold envisages in the 
final stanza of his poem, as relig-
ion and faith die away is an insu-
lar retreat from the world which 
increasing is going to the dogs of 
war and industry – a place where 
there is no peace, joy, love nor 
light – to a place of private love 
and devotion, of keeping the em-
bers of faith and reason alive be-
hind closed doors. His ultimate 
utopian vision is that religion may 
sadly die, but the emotion of it, 
the feelings of it, the ideals of it 
will be left behind and help man-
kind on to greater and greater 
heights. In fact, he saw poetry 
itself as becoming the source of a 
new religion. 

Arnold saw the greatest hope 
for England’s future in the 
‘Philistine’ classes, as he dubbed 
them in his social critique Culture 
and Anarchy. These were the 
middle classes of England, pros-
perous and industrious. He par-
ticularly caricatured the Noncon-
formists who attended chapel, 
worked hard and believed in God 
in a generally earnest yet, to Ar-
nold, naive way, as the best citi-
zens to mould to his vision. Ar-
nold’s design was to retain their 
moralism whilst applying reason 
to bring them to a higher con-
sciousness (3). He saw their po-
tential because he himself identi-
fied as one of them: once a Philis-
tine but now enlightened by Rea-
son and the beauty of poetry. 

The Arnold of late Victorian 
times, the protagonist of Dover 
Beach, is essentially the man–on-
the-street today: no longer reli-
gious, but wanting spirituality, sci-
entific, but hedging his bets with a 
morality stolen from the Bible. In 
his best moments a man who is 
poetic of soul. In this Arnold is the 
Everyman. Thus, in writing this 
poem, Arnold captured a melan-
choly thought that found echoes 
in later periods of our church his-
tory.  

Os Guiness, another social 
critic, albeit one whose critique 

comes from a generally sound 
Evangelical perspective, noted a 
great interest in the poem “Dover 
Beach” when he and others ex-
perienced the cold wind of Marx-
ism in the 1970’s waft over every-
thing in the Universities and 
schools, the growth of political 
interests that seemed to threaten 
again the complete snuffing out of 
faith in the world (4).  

Today, the poem could also be 
said to have a prophetic value in 
that many have declared that 
Christendom is actually now 

dead. The rule of Christian moral-
ity and religion in the world has 
gone, all respect for what is 
Christian is looked on with dis-
dain, if not outright hostility, and it 
has been replaced, not by Marx-
ism, but by the darkling plain of 
relativism and secularism, and 
consumer-driven covetousness, 
overlaid with a veneer of ethics 
stolen from the Christianity it 
hates. So what do we do? Where 
do we stand? Do we retreat into 
our own little world, as Arnold 
does in Dover Beach, and try to 
keep the light of faith alive in the 
dark, in private, as we, in trepida-
tion, are swept and surrounded 
by the howling sounds of the 
world gone over to evil, or is there 
an alternative? 

What I hope that we can ex-
amine this evening, and in our 
devotions in the next couple of 
days is, firstly tonight, “Our 
Church at the end of Christen-
dom”, tomorrow looking at “Our 
Church in the Kingdom of 
Christ”, and then on Thursday 
morning “Our Church Waiting 
for the Kingdom”. What we will 
be examining is nothing new, 
and much of what we will cover 
in our time together has already 
been discussed many times and 
in many forums within Reformed 
circles and without. Most of 
what has been said relates to 
the wider church without much 
definition or demarcation to the 
term. What I want us to evaluate 
and meditate on is, as the title 
of this address states – Our 
Church at the end of Christen-
dom. 

 
Confidently Trusting In The 
King 
We need to be aware, with 
more than a general sense of 
foreboding and trepidation, of 
what confronts us and be pre-
pared to confront it confidently 
trusting in the King of the King-
dom, Christ Jesus our Lord. By 
way of application, I want us to 
turn at the end of the address 
tonight to the wisdom of the 
Lord in Scripture, particularly 
the passage we have read in 
Jeremiah chapters six and 
seven and further focus our at-
tention on verse 16 of chapter 6: 
16 Thus says the LORD: 
“Stand in the ways and see, 
And ask for the old paths, 
where the good way is, 
And walk in it; 
Then you will find rest for 
your souls. 

But before we look at this 
passage at the end of our mus-
ings, I will need to define my 
terms a bit. By referring to “Our 
Church”, I am sure I am under-
stood to mean not the congre-
gation to which I belong, nor do 
I mean the whole body of Chris-
tians in all the world, but simply 

The Rev. David Kerridge 
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the PCEA. We will all of have local 
issues that reflect the general de-
mise of Christendom in Australia, 
and we can all pretty well identify 
national and global concerns.  

I feel the best way to deal with 
what faces us, especially since we 
are so small (this in itself is a 
cause for despondency) is in uni-
son, denominationally. After all, it 
is in our very make-up as Presby-
terian, that we look for government 
and support to the wider entity 
bound together by the love of the 
brethren and a common confes-
sion of the Reformed faith. There 
is strength in numbers as the prov-
erb goes. Ultimately, we have our 
strength in the Lord of armies, 
from whom our help comes but, in 
light of that great truth we need to 
look at things not insularly, retreat-
ing into our own congregations, 
but together in the midst of our 
nation, and in company with other 
Reformed churches here in Aus-
tralia and overseas. Therefore, I 
want to define “Our Church” as the 
PCEA. 

Secondly to define the term 
“Christendom” is a little bit harder. 
By the title of the address, I refer 
to Our Church at the END of 
Christendom. Carl Trueman, pro-
fessor of Church History at West-
minster Theological Seminary in 
the US, puts it quite pithily when 
he says: 

“all of the palaver about the 
`end of Christendom' should not 
fool us into thinking that a form of 
Christendom does not still ex-
ist.   Anywhere where Christianity 
has become a formality, there is 
Christendom; anywhere where the 
belief of the group substitutes for 
the belief of the individual, there is 
Christendom; anywhere the rules 
of the outward game can be 
learned, executed with panache, 
and substituted for the attitude of 
the heart, there is Christendom.” 
In other words, Christendom is 
simply defined as the community 
of Christians world-wide, whether 
high, low, broad, orthodox or het-
erodox, faithful or hypocrite. In this 
sense, as Trueman avers, there 

will always be a Christendom and 
it will never end until the return of 
the Lord. Christendom in this 
sense is just the visible church, as 
the Westminster Confession chap-
ter 25 says, more or less visible at 
various times, subject to mixture 
and error, but always present on 
earth to worship God according to 
His will. The way in which I want to 
define Christendom for us is in a 
more political and social sense.  

Early Christendom was evident 
in the Councils of the Church at 
least up to the Council of Chal-
cedon, and spoke the same lan-
guage of the great Ecumenical 
creeds which a true believer would 
confess. Medieval Christendom 
was also visible, politically, archi-
tecturally, and taken for granted in 
the institutions of the Roman and 
the Eastern Churches. It was at 
the Reformation that things re-
quired more definition.  

After the touch-paper of the 
Reformation was lit, and the line of 
battle drawn up over the great is-
sues of salvation, a secondary 
front formed over what had oc-
curred in Christendom: a great 
schism to the Roman Church, a 
Reformation and cleansing to the 
Protestants. The early church had 
dealt with the issues of the Person 
of Christ and the Trinity, now at 
this great rift, where lay Christen-
dom? 

 
The Changing Landscape 
Some commentators actually mark 
the Reformation as the beginning 
of the end of Christendom, since 
at this point the nation state was 
formed in both the Romanist and 
Protestant countries as kings and 
princes on both sides took advan-
tage of the challenge to the theo-
logical domination of Rome to ad-
vance their own political power. 
David Bentley Hart, an Eastern 
Orthodox Church historian and 
philosopher, incidentally arguing 
against the old chestnut that the 
New Atheists’ roll out that religion 
is the cause of so many wars, 
writes: 

“The first of the modern 
‘religious’ wars in Europe were 
waged by the Habsburg Holy 
Roman Emperor Charles V to 
shore up his power in various 
demesnes (5): wars that ended 
in 1555 with the Peace of Augs-
burg, which established in impe-
rial law the principle that the faith 
of people would be determined 
by its prince (cuius regio, eius 
religio – “whosever’s region, his 
religion” – to use the phrase of 
the time) (6).” 

Along with such a change in 
the political landscape, there 
came a change in the social and 
intellectual sphere too. The free-
dom of conscience that was pre-
viously suppressed due to the 
supremacy of a church that was 
not above implementing perse-
cuting principles to shore up its 
authority, as ultimately evi-
denced in the Inquisition. Martin 
Luther claimed the right of a free 
conscience when he stood in 
Worms before the Emperor 
Charles V and all his accusers. 
When called to recant and state 
that all his writings were false, 
Luther reportedly said: 

“Since then Your Majesty and 
your lordships desire a simple 
reply, I will answer without horns 
and without teeth. Unless I am 
convicted by Scripture and plain 
reason – I do not accept the au-
thority of popes and councils, for 
they have contradicted each 
other- my conscience is captive 
to the Word of God. I cannot and 
I will not recant anything, for to 
go against conscience is neither 
right nor safe. God help me. 
Amen….Here I Stand, I cannot 
do otherwise.” (7) 

Of course, we understand 
and join with Luther in his stand. 
Our own Westminster Confes-
sion echoes Luther’s declaration 
when it states in Chapter 20 sec-
tion 2: 

“God alone is Lord of the con-
science, (James 4:12, Rom. 
14:4) and hath left it free from 
the doctrines and command-
ments of men, which are, in any 
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thing, contrary to His Word; or be-
side it, if matters of faith, or wor-
ship. (Acts 4:19, Acts 5:29, 1 Cor. 
7:23, Matt. 23:8–10, 2 Cor. 1:24, 
Matt. 15:9) So that, to believe such 
doctrines, or to obey such com-
mands, out of conscience, is to 
betray true liberty of conscience: 
(Col. 2:20, 22–23, Gal. 1:10, Gal. 
2:4–5, Gal. 5:1) and the requiring 
of an implicit faith, and an absolute 
and blind obedience, is to destroy 
liberty of conscience, and reason 
also. (Rom. 10:17, Rom. 14:23, 
Isa. 8:20, Acts 17:11, John 4:22, 
Hos. 5:11, Rev. 13:12, 16–17, Jer. 
8:9)” (8) 

 
The Rebellion Against God 
However, just as the modern na-
tion-states, increasingly secular-
ised and infected with Enlighten-
ment thinking, rose out of the un-
shackling of the old kingdoms and 
principalities from the thrall of 
Rome, so too the Reformation 
bore in its bold declaration of the 
freedom of conscience to reasona-
bly worship God as He is found in 
Scripture, the very seed of the car-
nal freedom to trust reason alone 
and cast off the unwanted husk of 
Scripture truth. Man, true to their 
fallen condition, thought that they 
had successfully hid themselves 
from God by shutting their eyes 
and pretending he wasn’t there. 
Now they were free to run around 
the garden, not realising that they 
were now spiritually and intellectu-
ally naked and blind. 

The 19th Century poets, such 
as Shelley and Byron, for all their 
talk of the superiority of reason 
over faith, wanted nothing more 
than to feel the animal pleasures 
of a life removed from God. Shel-
ley preached free love – a euphe-
mism for adultery, was notoriously 
hateful to his parents, lied and 
cheated to get what he wanted, 
was disdainful and abusive to his 
wife, Mary Wollstonecraft, the au-
thor of Frankenstein and finally, 
against all advice to the contrary, 
he took Byron’s boat which had 
been built to go fast in the water 
out onto a storm tossed lake to 

experience the power of nature 
which he worshipped. He drowned 
(9). Fredrick Nietzsche, an atheist 
philosopher who, despite not be-
lieving in God, could not stop rant-
ing about Him, saw through all the 
cant and bluster of his fellow athe-
ists and those who trumpeted the 
power of their mind to outthink 
God. He wrote: “Belief in the 
Christian God has become unbe-
lievable”…”What is now decisive 
against Christianity is our taste, no 
longer our reasons (10).” 

For the clearest example of the 
licence that men took at the free-
ing of the conscience look at the 
state of nations once firmly rooted 
in Reformation teaching: Sweden 
in the early 17th Century, a Lu-
theran kingdom under Gustavus 
Adolphus, was the shining hope of 
protection for the Protestant cause 
in all of Europe. It is now governed 
by the most liberal and sexually 
debased laws allowing total free-
dom to homosexual practices. The 
Netherlands which once was the 
centre of Continental Reformation, 
despite Abraham Kuyper’s at-
tempts at reform in church and 
state in the late 19th Century, has 
openly legislated in favour of 
eugenic programs and euthanasia. 
England, whose highest expres-
sion of Reform in the Westminster 
Standards was under the Com-
monwealth, is now expressing tol-

erance for everything but Christi-
anity and a secular agenda that 
excludes religion from the public 
square. Once enlivened by Tho-
mas Arnolds’, albeit broad, 
Christian ideals of Rugby 
School, the nation now indoctri-
nates children with the lies of 
humanism and naturalism. Scot-
land has now freed itself from 
the proper and creational institu-
tion of marriage.  

In Australia, as the ugly, but 
logical outcome of human rea-
son applied without limits (read 
“folly”) is given freer and freer 
rein by our governments it pro-
duces such monsters as Austra-
lian ethicist Peter Singer who 
suggests infanticide and bestial-
ity should be acceptable (11). 
For such service to Ethics he 
was awarded the Companion of 
the Order of Australia. Phillip 
Nietchke, Dr Death, who cam-
paigns tirelessly for euthanasia, 
and that not only for those who 
are terminally ill. It should be our 
inalienable right to kill ourselves. 
Then there is the constant bar-
rage of same sex marriage, safe 
schools programmes pretending 
to curb bullying, whilst promoting 
homosexual and transgender 
agendas, and now even compa-
nies and corporations making 
political and moral ultimatums. 
Just this last week, Telstra has 

Engraving of Luther making his stand at the Diet of Worms 



9 

The Presbyterian Banner June 2016 

“come-out” in support of homosex-
ual marriage, following a long line 
of other corporations such as 
Qantas, Virgin Airlines, all the ma-
jor Banks, Price-Waterhouse Coo-
per and Optus. This mirrors the 
situation in the US, as does much 
of our popular culture here, where 
recently PayPal and other power-
ful corporations boycotted Missis-
sippi and North Carolina for enact-
ing legislation allowing Christians 
freedom of conscience.  

Thus the world has turned full 
circle. Freedom of conscience 
founded in the Reformation to 
worship God apart from the stric-
tures of men, has been warped to 
become freedom of conscience to 
forget God, and now there is no 
longer freedom of conscience to 
worship and honour God accord-
ing to His word – such freedom of 
conscience will not be tolerated.     
Certainly, this is the end of Chris-
tendom in its political and social 
sense as a powerful and visible 
influence on our society at large.   

Admittedly, such a conclusion 
can only be a western one: As we 
see Christendom die in the so-
called, now ill-defined western 
world, there is a rise of powerful, if 
not always overt Christianity in 
Asia and Africa. There is hope, 
and there is still the promise of the 
Lord that He is with us and the 
gates of hell will not prevail 
against His Church. We will 
look at this a bit in the next 
address. 

 
Standing With The Re-
formers  
In no way do I now pro-
pose that we return to 
Rome to solve the problem 
of a dead and dying Chris-
tendom! We are not the 
poor misguided “separated 
brethren” of Vatican II. We 
still stand with Luther, and further 
with Calvin in upholding the pri-
macy of Scripture above the tradi-
tions and dictates of men. Nor can 
I say that we should throw every 
effort into trying to revive Christen-
dom as a political entity. Certainly, 

we should seek to maintain our 
place in the public square, speak-
ing against the sins of the magis-
trate. Certainly, we as individual 
Christians have a responsibility to 
vote according to our Christian 
conscience, even to join political 
parties to bolster our right to be 
heard. Let us not, as Christendom 
wanes, throw up our hands, para-
lysed by fear, and say it was bet-
ter in the old days, for as we have 
seen, the old days are just as bad 
as today. Ecclesiastes 7 verse 10: 
“10 Do not say, 
“Why were the former days bet-
ter than these?” 
For you do not inquire wisely 
concerning this. 
11 Wisdom is good with an in-
heritance, 
And profitable jto those who 
see the sun. 
12 For wisdom is a defense as 
money is a defense, 
But the excellence of knowl-
edge is that wisdom gives life 
to those who have it. 
13 Consider the work of God; 
For who can make straight what 
He has made crooked? 
14 In the day of prosperity be 
joyful, 
But in the day of adversity con-
sider: 
Surely God has appointed the 
one as well as the other, 

So that man can find out noth-
ing that will come after him.” 

We are unwise in the extreme 
to be overly troubled by the way of 
the world. What is now, has al-
ready been, and what is to come 
may yet be worse, in fact we are 

promised in Scripture that it will 
be so. What we do need to do 
as a denomination, as our nation 
is increasingly hostile and secu-
larised, is not wring our hands in 
near despair but apply the wis-
dom given by the Lord, the un-
derstanding that God is sover-
eign in all things. 

 
This Time Appointed For Us 
It is the day of adversity in our 
nation, and it may yet get worse, 
but surely God has appointed 
this time for us, as well as the 
easy time we have had in previ-
ous years as Christendom held 
a certain ascendency in Austra-
lia. We need to understand and 
accept that God overrules and 
nothing that occurs is beyond 
his plan and control. As elders 
we need to understand this our-
selves, and tell the people that 
we shepherd the same.  

In our own congregation, as 
in yours I am sure, it is evident 
as each blow comes from the 
homosexual lobby, the perver-
sity and irrationality of transgen-
derism, the rise of Islamic ex-
tremism or its horrific outcome in 
terrorist acts, the secularist 
agenda trumpeted in the media 
and by our elected representa-
tives, or the gradual but sure, 
reduction of access by SRE 

teachers to the schools 
even the ban on any men-
tion of religion in our state 
educational campuses, that 
with each blow, our people 
get more and more weary, 
more and more disheart-
ened, more angry and 
afraid. We need to make 
sure we point them in the 
right direction, and shep-
herd them well.  
So by way of application 
and closing I want to turn 

to the passage we read in 
Jeremiah, and particularly chap-
ter 6 verse 16: 
“16 Thus says the LORD: 
“Stand in the ways and see, 
And ask for the sold paths, 
where the good way is, 

file:///C:/Users/Sjirk/Documents/Sjirk%202014/The%20Presbyterian%20Banner/TPB05%20Jun2016/Our%20Church%20at%20the%20End%20of%20Christendom%20manuscript.docx#_ftn14#_ftn14
file:///C:/Users/Sjirk/Documents/Sjirk%202014/The%20Presbyterian%20Banner/TPB05%20Jun2016/Our%20Church%20at%20the%20End%20of%20Christendom%20manuscript.docx#_ftn22#_ftn22


10 

The Presbyterian Banner June 2016 

And walk in it; 
Then you will find trest for your 
souls.” 

The context of this passage is 
very similar to what we face today, 
and even worse. The Jerusalem of 
Jeremiah’s day was meant to be 
the very centre of God’s people, a 
shining example of the glory and 
work of God amongst His people. 
Yet Jerusalem was full of graft, 
corruption, all consuming greed, 
sexual immorality, hypocritical, 
and ineffectual religion without 
faith and even atheistic thoughts. 
God lists the charges against them 
in chapter 5. In Jeremiah 6 from 
verse 13, he says:  
“from the least of them even to 
the greatest of them, 
Everyone is given to covetous-
ness; 
And from the prophet even to 
the priest, 
Everyone deals falsely. 
14 They have also healed the 
hurt of My people slightly, 
Saying, ‘Peace, peace!’ 
When there is no peace. 
15 Were they ashamed when 
they had committed abomina-
tion? 
No! They were not at all 
ashamed; 
Nor did they know how to 
blush.” 

At verse 14 which speaks of 
“my people”, and from what God 
has said previously and repeats to 
Jeremiah, there is still within this 
unholy nation, a group, a remnant 
who are hurting at the way of the 
world around them, even the once 
“Holy Nation” that they lived in. 
There is for God, a remnant who, 
like Jeremiah resist the evil of their 
nation and stand outside it. As one 
of God’s people, then, standing as 
a pillar of iron and a bronze wall in 
the face of unbelief, Jeremiah 
preaches repentance and a return 
to the Lord for all those who have 
strayed far from the truth and ig-
nore God, and incidentally pro-
vides a word of comfort to those 
who are of the remnant. The 
choice is laid out before man by 

Jeremiah’s preaching – “Stand in 
the ways and see” 

Rationally, using your much 
touted reasoning abilities, examine 
the choice set before you. To fol-
low God, who is the Lord, who has 
shown you time and again that He 
is, and a rewarder of all who dili-
gently seek Him, the God of Crea-
tion, the God who saved his peo-
ple in the wilderness, the one who 
has given his good and perfect 
Law. Examine the choice before 
you and chose what is right, chose 
life, and the way of redemption, 
ultimately in Christ Jesus. And 
what is the result? You will find 
rest for your souls. 

The Babylonians were bearing 
down on Jerusalem, even the un-
believers amongst the Jews were 
getting scared, despite their 
priests and false prophets preach-
ing “peace, peace”. God’s rem-
nant, including Jeremiah himself 
were afraid that they too would be 
caught up in the destruction. But 
God says, follow me and you will 
find rest for your souls, true rest. 
This was the truth that God’s rem-

nant people could cling to , when 
all the rest either ignored it or 
rejected that way to their inevita-
ble destruction. So it is with us. 
In the face of unbelief, and the 
state of the world, when calamity 
seems so close and Christen-
dom is at an end here. Our 
church must look to the right 
path, make the choice to con-
tinue to be faithful to her Lord 
come what may and walk in it. 
And we shall find rest for our 
souls, both now and when the 
true Kingdom of Christ is re-
vealed at the end of time. 

 
Footnotes: 
1 Matthew Arnold, God and the 
Bible, London, Smith, Elder and 
Co., [no date], preface xiv. 
Downloaded from http://
www.archive.org/details/
godbiblesequelto00arno. 
2  Matthew Arnold, Dover Beach, 
in Ferguson, Margaret W, Mary 
Jo Salter, and Jon 
Stallworthy. The Norton Anthol-
ogy of Poetry. New York: W.W. 
Norton, 2005, p. 1101. 

file:///C:/Users/Sjirk/Documents/Sjirk%202014/The%20Presbyterian%20Banner/TPB05%20Jun2016/Our%20Church%20at%20the%20End%20of%20Christendom%20manuscript.docx#_ftn23#_ftn23


11 

The Presbyterian Banner June 2016 

3 Encyclopædia Britannica Online, 
s. v. "Culture and Anarchy", http://
www.britannica.com/topic/Culture-
and-Anarchy. 
4 Os Guiness, Renaissance: The 
Power of the Gospel However 
Dark the Times”, Downers Grove, 
Illinois, Intervarsity Press, 2014, 
p.79. 
5 Feudal lands held by the lord of 
the manor, from Old French (pron. 
'domains’) 
6 David Bentley Hart, Atheist Delu-
sions: the Christian revolution and 
its fashionable enemies, New Ha-
ven and London, Yale University 
Press, 2009. p. 91 

7 Roland H. Bainton, Here I Stand: 
A Life of Martin Luther, Nashville, 
Abingdon Press, 1978, p.  
8 The Westminster Confession of 
Faith. Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Re-
search Systems, Inc., 1996. 
9 Paul Johnson, Intellectuals, Lon-
don, Orion Books, 1988. P.  
10  Quoted in Alister McGrath, The 
Twilight of Atheism: The Rise and 
Fall of Disbelief in the Modern 
World, London, Rider, 2004. 
(Kindle Edition), p.148 
11“The philosophy that leads 
Singer to these and other anti-
human conclusions—a form of 
utilitarianism—is rooted in an au-

tistic faith in rationality at the ex-
pense of feelings of empathy 
and compassion. In Singer’s utili-
tarianism there is nothing inher-
ently good or bad; there are only 
decisions based on the assess-
ment of preferences.” Article by 
Clive Hamilton, Cory Bernardi is 
Right, in Peter Singer’s anti-
human world, The Conversation, 
September 25, 2012. Sourced 
online: http://
theconversation.com/cory-
bernardi-is-right-in-peter-singers-
anti-human-world-9774 

  The World in the Banner 
Turkey: Government Seizes Arme-
nian Churches 
As part of its war against its Kurdish 
minority, Turkey has been bombing 
the predominantly Kurdish city Diyar-
bakir in south-east Turkey, a city that 
essentially functions as the Kurdish 
capital.  Situated on the eastern 
edge of the city, historic Sur district 
has been the focus of particularly 
heavy shelling. At the end of March, 
the government seized some 6,300 
plots of land and ordered the resi-
dents out, saying the district will be 
rebuilt. Sur's Kurdish and Armenian 
populations suspect they will not be 
able to return and that what is hap-
pening is the ethnic cleansing of Sur 
district.  Of particular distress to the 
Armenians is the government's ac-
quisition of six churches. Unlike 
mosques which are state owned and 
funded, the churches are the private 
property of their foundations. 
      One of the churches seized is 
Surp (Saint) Giragos Armenian Ap-
ostolic Church, one of the largest 
Armenian churches in the Middle 
East. After WWI, this church, which 
had been a focal point for Armenians 
before the genocide, fell into disre-
pair, but the Kurdish administration 
backed its renovation. Since its re-
opening in October 2011 Surp Gira-
gos has become a focal point not 
only for Armenian Christians, but for 
'Hidden Armenians' - the descen-
dants of Armenian Christians (often 
orphans) who were Islamised and 

raised as Kurds or Turks. The 
Church has been key to many 
'Hidden Armenians' rediscovering 
their identities. Whilst dozens have 
been baptised, Church leaders be-
lieve there could be as many as half-
a-million 'Hidden Armenians' in Tur-
key.  Surp Giragos Church is prepar-
ing to take legal action. Pray for the 
Armenians of Turkey. 
+ Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin | 
RLPB 354 | Wed 27 April 2016 
 
New study on smacking is deeply 
flawed 
Gold standard research shows 
adults who were lightly smacked as 
children end up doing at least as 
well as those who received no physi-
cal discipline 

A new meta-analysis by Dr Eliza-
beth Gershoff and others, purporting 
to show serious harms when parents 
smack their children, has failed to 
distinguish between a light smack 
and a brutal beating. 

“It falls over at the first validity 
hurdle,” FamilyVoice research officer 
Ros Phillips said today.  “No one 
would dispute that children whose 
parents regularly beat them in anger 
bear physical and mental scars well 
into the future.  But this study con-
flates such violence with smacks 
delivered by a loving parent in re-
sponse to deliberate defi-
ance.  There is a world of difference 
between the two.” 

Ros Phillips said the researchers 

indicated their bias by categorising 
as a “negative outcome” of physi-
cal discipline as a child, the adult 
belief that smacking is justified! 
She said the gold standard re-
search in this area is when chil-
dren are followed up from birth to 
adulthood, with regular interviews 
about their situation. 

“A New Zealand 32 year longi-
tudinal study by Dr Jane 
Millichamp has found that children 
who had been lightly smacked with 
an open hand did as well as or 
slightly better as adults, in terms of 
aggression, substance abuse and 
school achievement,  than those 
who received no physical disci-
pline. She told the New Zealand 
Herald (7/10/06) that adults who 
had only been smacked during 
childhood appeared to be particu-
larly high-functioning and achiev-
ing members of society.” 

Dr Millichamp said: “I have 
looked at just about every study I 
can lay my hands on, and there 
are thousands, and I have not 
found any evidence that an occa-
sional mild smack with an open 
hand … is harmful or instils vio-
lence in kids.” 

Strangely, Dr Gershoff did not 
include the gold-standard 
Millichamp study in her meta-
analysis. 
+ FamilyVoice Australia, Media 
Release, 29 April 2016 
 

http://www.britannica.com/topic/Culture-and-Anarchy
http://www.britannica.com/topic/Culture-and-Anarchy
http://www.britannica.com/topic/Culture-and-Anarchy
https://u1642211.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=5YfxhbWzl78np6u5mp772DpMNS-2FM-2FMUTko8H2-2BLZlZIK4af1PTHvaAwhJK8Be5yCgUnX0ORY7vr9DOf-2Be1ByLFVb-2Bv9nCAFawwPCIa9kDUFmBtWzKL-2BEqJkYpCoWFMSkaNwAyrGyk-2FzxXDQa8Sp-2FjEYY7hithHOOPT1hRCeAomLhA0wmflB-2BXVOUzLENI-2B64o
https://u1642211.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=5YfxhbWzl78np6u5mp772DpMNS-2FM-2FMUTko8H2-2BLZlZIK4af1PTHvaAwhJK8Be5yCgUnX0ORY7vr9DOf-2Be1ByLFVb-2Bv9nCAFawwPCIa9kDUFmBtWzKL-2BEqJkYpCoWFMSkaNwAyrGyk-2FzxXDQa8Sp-2FjEYY7hithHOOPT1hRCeAomLhA0wmflB-2BXVOUzLENI-2B64o
https://u1642211.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=5YfxhbWzl78np6u5mp772FowhgWHrFmd-2BJHXeMV9BHa0KFRao21AviawrXh7XLd1PkHmTbVRVW33-2B8mwb-2FdfcZ4HROJt4gzMqIHgMk8Nz0c-3D_CgjKB3Y2-2FY2Qq0vq0U2iOvTQgjsKZg4ZHhsJVZsN3wBUZPT1q5m9L3R7ChZe-2FMxGd-2BL7C3R4NlAS7MFxlCP1He5cMR
https://u1642211.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=5YfxhbWzl78np6u5mp772FowhgWHrFmd-2BJHXeMV9BHa0KFRao21AviawrXh7XLd1PkHmTbVRVW33-2B8mwb-2FdfcZ4HROJt4gzMqIHgMk8Nz0c-3D_CgjKB3Y2-2FY2Qq0vq0U2iOvTQgjsKZg4ZHhsJVZsN3wBUZPT1q5m9L3R7ChZe-2FMxGd-2BL7C3R4NlAS7MFxlCP1He5cMR
https://u1642211.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=5YfxhbWzl78np6u5mp772FowhgWHrFmd-2BJHXeMV9BHa0KFRao21AviawrXh7XLd1PkHmTbVRVW33-2B8mwb-2FdfcZ4HROJt4gzMqIHgMk8Nz0c-3D_CgjKB3Y2-2FY2Qq0vq0U2iOvTQgjsKZg4ZHhsJVZsN3wBUZPT1q5m9L3R7ChZe-2FMxGd-2BL7C3R4NlAS7MFxlCP1He5cMR
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Prescribed Search Work 
JUNE 2016 
Senior Section 12 years and over; Intermediate 10—11 years; Junior 9 years and under 
 
SENIOR AND INTERMEDIATE 
Intermediate omit questions  6 and 7 
 
JAMES chapter 1 
 
1.  What should a person do who lacks wisdom? 
 
2.  Why is the man blessed that endures temptation? 
 
3.  Where does every good and perfect gift come from? 
 
4.  To whom is one who is a hearer of the word and not a doer compared?  What is the difference 
with a doer of the word?  (3 verses) 
 
chapter 2 
 
5.  Is it a sin to have respect of persons [partiality]? 
 
x6.  Name the two persons from the Old Testament that James uses as examples of justification 
by works.   How is faith without works described? 
 
chapter 3 
 
x7.  Write out two verses that describe the evil of the tongue. 
 
8.  What are the qualities of the wisdom that is from above? 
 
JUNIOR 
 
DANIEL chapter 6 
 
1.  What did Daniel do when he knew that his enemies’ decree was signed by king Darius? 
 
 
2.  How did the king feel when he heard that Daniel had not regarded the decree? 
 
 
3.  How did Daniel answer the king when the king came next 
morning to the lions’ den?  (2 verses) 
 
 
4.  What happened to the men who had accused Daniel? 
 
 

 

Please send the answers to:  
Mrs I Steel 
PO Box 942  
Epping NSW 1710  
The questions for the whole year 
are available from the above postal 
address or by email at:  
iesteel@gmail.com  

mailto:iesteel@gmail.com
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The 169th Annual Meeting of the 
Synod of Eastern Australia met from 
May 3rd to May 5th at the Hawkesbury
-Nepean congregation church build-
ing in Mt Druitt. The retiring Modera-
tor, the Rev Jim Klazinga was unable 
to be present due to the funeral of an 
elderly member in his congregation, 
Mrs Margaret Green. So, in lieu of 
the retiring Moderator who tradition-
ally opens Synod with the preaching 
of God’s Word, his place was taken 
by the previous Moderator, the Rev 
Rowland Ward. He preached on 
Luke 7:36-50, with important exhorta-
tions on the focus of Christ’s ministry 
as it related to helping others 
(entitled The Compassion of Christ).  

Elder Stewart Louden of the Narre 
Warren congregation was welcomed 
to his first meeting and a number of 
visiting delegates were associated.  

The Rev. David Kerridge was 
confirmed as the incoming moderator 
and delivered an address from 
Jeremiah 5:20 – 6:21 focussing on a 
return to following God on his terms 
in a difficult age – the end of Chris-
tendom (Our Church at the end of 
Christendom). David gave two further 
devotional addresses developing the 
same theme on the Wednesday and 
Thursday mornings – entitled The 
Church in the Kingdom of Christ (2nd 
Corinthians 3:7-4:18) and The 
Church in the Future (Revelation 4:1-
11). 

The Synod proceeded to deal with 
the various committee reports and 
correspondence before it. Amongst 
the first of these was the Training of 
Ministry Committee. In volved in this 
was a meeting with Duncan Hickey, 
where we could express our thankful-
ness for his studies and training thus 
far and lay him before the Lord in 
prayer, the implementation of a proc-
ess of two student internship periods 
of 8 weeks each in the last two years 
of study (Candidate Placement 
Scheme), and the continued devel-
opment of an Eldership Training 
Course. 

Under the Church & Nation Re-
port there was thankfulness that offi-
cially marriage was still between a 
man and a woman, and to write to 
our Prime Minister supporting this 
and also urging him to cease Federal 
Government funding of abortion-on-

demand services. It was also de-
cided to not approve the NIV2011 as 
a suitable Bible version for our 
churches because of the substantial 
changes in it which involved the use 
of gender-neutral language. In this 
discussion the delegates from the 
other denominations were also in-
volved. 

A number of delegates were pre-
sent from other churches – the Re-
formed Churches of New Zealand 
(RCNZ), the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church of Australia (RPCA), the 
United Reformed Churches of North 
America (URCNA), the Christian Re-
formed Churches of Australia 
(CRCA), and Presbyterian Reformed 
Church of Australia (PRCA). This is 
the first time we have had delegates 
from the URCNA and the PRCA and 
we were delighted to have them with 
us. All these delegates gave brief 
presentation regarding their various 
denominations and it was a helpful 
insight into their blessings and strug-
gles. In regards to the CRCA it was 
decided to formalise the informal ar-
rangement we have had with them 
right back to their being established 
in Australia, so that now we have a 
relationship with them on the level of 
Fraternal Relations. 

The mission’s evening saw three 
presentations take place. In the first 
of these Mr Robert Flinders spoke of 
the work of the Seaman’s Christian 
Friend Society, particularly in Sydney 
but also around the world. This is an 
evangelical and pastoral mission to 
seamen. It was fascinating to see 
how many ships there are going 
around the world and the amount of 
people on those ships. In world ship-
ping today there are some 6,000 
commercial ports, 80,000 merchant 
ships, and over one million seamen. 
Australia has only one per cent of 
this total, but even so there are over 
30,000 seamen passing through Port 
Botany alone each year. The SCFS 
workers are able to go on these 
ships, renewing contact with Chris-
tians on them and seeking to reach 
out to others. This is an important 
area for contact as these seamen 
spend 85% of their time on these 
ships. 

This was followed by the Rev. Tut 
and Mrs Elizabeth Yoa speaking of 

the work amongst the All Nations 
congregation, particularly with the 
Sudanese brethren there. They 
shared of the struggle they have in 
dealing with those who, as refu-
gees, have been used to get hand-
outs rather than actively contribut-
ing.  

And then the Rev. Trevor Leg-
gott spoke of the work of Australian 
Indigenous Ministries (AIM) – the 
gospel work being done with abo-
rigines in the Northern Territory, 
Queensland and western New 
South Wales. He spoke frankly of 
difficulties that had arisen from the 
past, but also of promising avenues 
of what might happen in the future, 
particularly with ongoing discus-
sions with the Pioneer Missionary 
Agency. While Trevor is passed 
retirement age he is still anticipat-
ing at least a further year of service 
to help finalise an area of difficulty. 

We were thankful for the ongo-
ing work being done under the aus-
pices of the Youth & Fellowship 
Committee. Under them there is 
the children’s work in The Banner 
and the organisation of the biennial 
Family Camp. Synod also ap-
proved a recommendation from the 
Youth and Fellowship Committee 
to provide financial assistance of 
$500 per person for young persons 
interested in seeing the activities of 
God and the church in Central In-
dia. You may recall the visit of the 
Rev. Samit Mishra and Elder 
Pradeep Kumar following Synod 
last year. Lord willing a group from 
the PCEA will visit from approxi-
mately the 20th of December to the 
1st of January. There will be an in-
formation flyer regarding this com-
ing out from the Y&F committee. In 
the meantime we encourage our 
young people to please consider 
and pray about whether they would 
like to go on this trip. Expected 
costs are $2500-$3000 with lots of 
planning required for international 
travel. It is anticipated the trip will 
be led by Elder John Greensill 
(Brisbane) and the Rev. Dennis 
Muldoon (Hawkesbury Nepean). 
The return leg of the trip is likely to 
coincide with the family camp due 
to be held in Sydney from 3-6 
January. This would provide an 

  Synod in the Banner 
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Mission’s Night: Left—Rob Flinders of SCFS; Above—
Rev Tut & Elizabeth Yoa; Below—Trevor Leggott of AIM 

(also our hardworking Clerk) 

Our hosts also provided in song 

Above: Part of our support team 

excellent opportunity for the travellers 
to share with interest at the camp 
meetings.  

The Missions Committee were 
thankful to continue the causes they 
support in South America, Central 
India, South Africa, and here in Aus-
tralia through the Rev. Trevor Leg-
gott’s work with AIM. 

Money matters – that is, Superan-
nuation and the Finance Trust Corpo-
rations took up the last morning of 
Synod – together with a response to a 

petition in regards to the disposal of 
funds from the sale of a property in 
Anna Bay, New South Wales, which 
had been presented on the Tuesday 
night. 

A highlight – once again! – of the 
Synod meeting was the exceptional 
hospitality and catering provided by 
the Hawkesbury Nepean (Mt Druitt) 
congregation. A good number of the 
congregation is from the Tongan com-
munity led by Elder Sekona Latu, and 
this group is exceptionally gifted in 

both catering and singing. They are 
a joy to fellowship with. Synod will 
meet Lord willing at Mt Druitt again 
Lord next year with Rev Dennis 
Muldoon the moderator elect. 
And as for the other events of the 
Synod of 2016 are they not written 
in the book of the annals of the Syn-
ods of the PCEA? (These are also 
known as the Minutes and should 
be up on the website soon.) 
Sjirk Bajema 
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From left to right: D. Hickey (Student for Ministry); Elders A. Steel (Treasurer), D. McIntosh, T. Reeve; Rev. P. Smith; Elders R. Law-
son, I. Hamilton; Rev. R. Ward; Elder R. Campbell; Rev’s S. Bajema, D. Kerridge (Moderator), R. Tso; Elder J. Dekter; Rev’s G. Hart 

(PRCA), A. Miranda; Mr D. Field (URCNA); Elder D. Manly; Rev’s T.Yoa, D. Muldoon, D. Waldron (RCNZ); Elders S. Louden, G. Ham-
ilton; Rev’s A. Nugteren (CRCA), T. Leggott (Clerk), G. Ball. 

Our birthday girl—Mrs Sandra Field (wife 
of Mr Douglas Field, URCNA delegate) 

Synod in song 

The Geelong connection—the Rev’s 
David Waldron (left) and Andrew Nug-
teren (second from right), were  part of 
the Geelong PCEA congregation with 

Maree & David Manly during their  time 
studying at the RTC in Geelong. 

The outside of the Mt. Druitt church—and 
the weather was like this every day! 

A Synod well provided for! 


